Exam Board: AQA
Syllabus: 7182

Module 1

Issues and Debates in Psychology
o Gender and Culture in
Psychology
Free Will and Determinism
The Nature-Nurture Debate
Holism and Reductionism
Ideographic and Nomethetic
Approach
o Ethical Implications of
Research

o O O O

o Research Methods

o Levels of Measurement

o Probability and Significance

o Type land Type Il Errors

o Factors Affecting the Choice
of Statistical Test: Spearman’s
Rho, Pearson’s R, Wilcoxin T,
Mann-Whitney U, Related
t-Test, Unrelated t-Test,
Chi-Square Test

o Module 2
o Relationships
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o The Evolutionary Explanations
for Partner Preference

o Factors Effecting Attraction:
Self-Disclosure, Physical
Attractiveness, Matching
Hypothesis and Filter Theory

o Theories of Romantic
Relationships: Social
Exchange Theory, Equity
Theory, Rusbult’s Investment
Model of Commitment

o Duck’s Phases of Relationship
Breakdown

o Virtual Relationships in Social
Media

o Parasocial Relationships

Module 3

Schizophrenia

Classification of schizophrenia.
Positive symptoms of schizophrenia,
including hallucinations and
delusions. Negative symptoms of
schizophrenia, including

speech poverty and avolition.
Reliability and validity in diagnosis
and classification of schizophrenia,

including reference to co-morbidity,
culture and gender bias

and symptom overlap.

Biological explanations for
schizophrenia: genetics and neural
correlates, including the dopamine
hypothesis.

Psychological explanations for
schizophrenia: family dysfunction
and cognitive explanations, including
dysfunctional thought processing.
Drug therapy: typical and atypical
antipsychotics.

Cognitive behaviour therapy and
family therapy as used in the
treatment of schizophrenia. Token
economies as used in the
management of schizophrenia.

The importance of an interactionist
approach in explaining and
treating schizophrenia; the
diathesis-stress model.
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o Module 4
o Aggression
o Neural and Hormonal
Mechanism in Aggression
o Genetic Factors in Aggression
o The Ethological Explanations
of Aggression
o Evolutionary Explanations of
Aggression
o Social Psychological
Explanations of Aggression

»= Frustration-Aggression
Hypothesis

» Social Learning Theory

= De-individuation

o Institutional Aggression in the
Context of Prisons

o Media Influences on
Aggression

» The Effects of

Computer Games

= Desensitisation,

Disinhibition and
Cognitive Priming

o Module 5

o Approaches
o Psychodynamic approach
0 Humanistic approach
o Comparison of approaches

o Module 6
o Biopsychology

o Localisation of function in the brain

o Hemispheric lateralisation and
split-brain research

o Plasticity and functional recovery of

the brain after trauma

o Ways of study the brain

o Biological rhythms: Circadian
rhythms

o Biological rhythms: Infradian and
ultradian rhythms

©

o Endogenous pacemakers and exogenous
zeitgebers
o Module 7

o Revision for Exams

e Module 8
o A Level Examinations
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